Connecting our
Practices to the
Framework

An exploration of early years practices and principles within
Capable, Confident, and Curious: Nova Scotia’s Early Learning
Curriculum Framework




- How would you ‘name’ the general practices described

Th rough your within the Framework?
eyes - What does the framework ‘say’ to you in terms of
curriculum?

What is the
Framework ?

- Are there any types of curricula or programmes that
come to mind when you reflect upon these
descriptions?




What is * Definition —what is curriculum?

curriculum?




- Betty Jones: “Curriculum is what Happens”
(personal communication)

What is - Australian Department of Education, 2010:

curriculum? “Curriculum encompasses all the
Interactions, experiences, routines and
events, planned and unplanned, that occur
in an environment designed to foster
children’s learning and development.”




The
Framewo

as...
A Big
Umbrella:

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND


http://lovetulipsandtea.blogspot.com/2009/11/under-my-umbrella.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

What's
underneath
this ‘umbrella’?

The focus of
the
Framework:

The Image of the Child-

knowing yours and using it, making it
visible in our practices



What's
underneath
this ‘umbrella’?

The focus of
the
Framework:

Intentionality/ professional judgement -
co-construction in collaboration with the

child



What's
underneath
this ‘umbrella’?

The focus of
the
Framework:

Play as a way of learning -
recognizing, valuing, and articulating
this



What's
underneath
this ‘umbrella’?

The focus of
the
Framework:

Relationships —
with people, materials, the outside world



What's
underneath
this ‘umbrella’?

The focus of
the
Framework:

Families, communities and cultures -
welcoming and partnering



What's
underneath
this ‘umbrella’?

The focus of
the
Framework:

Responsiveness to children’s ideas,
thinking and strategies —

through reflective planning



Quality
Matters!

A new, provincial quality
improvement program for
licensed child care centres.
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Connections to Quality Matters




What does
all of this
look like in
practice?

This is a journey....



How does our

appearin
our daily
practice?



Trusting children to use interesting and complex
materials?




Seeing
children as
competent; as

producers of
Interesting
ideas and
strategies?




Solvers of
complex

problems?




*Child-initiated, Teacher-framed’

and *The teacher has a voice, and co-
professional constructs with the child in response
judgement to their ideas, strategies and
thinking




What might

intentionality
look like?

Sometimes,
Invitations
and/or
challenges....










....or, a change
to the
environment
(e.g. loose
parts,
literature, etc)










You've Won

the Lottery!




with the
community
and/or families

How is every
family
represented in
our settings?
Where and how
do children see
themselves?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY


http://www.flickr.com/photos/ftmeade/7185134831/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/




Childrenin

with people,
the world, and
materials
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In relationship

with their
world
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Play as a way of learning;
can we articulate the

‘how'?

Let's describe the play.....




Collaboration

Cooperation Imagination

Balance Creativity
Equilibrium Independent thought
Decision making Critical thinking
Problem solving Perspective

Strategy Schemas

Persistence Adjustment

Tenacity Adaption

Trial and error Sound

Mistakes Vibration

Pride Auditory discrimination

Accomplishment Visual discrimination



This is about
so much more
than building a
tower....

Let’s Dissect!




This is much
more than
climbingup a
slide... Let's
dig deeper!



This is so much
more than
lining up Mini
pop bottles...

Let's analyze
what is
happening
here!!!




Reflective

planning cycle

notice, listen, write notes, A
photograph children’s S
play and ideas &
&,

2
P\ -y interpret "}—
- children's actions (@)
through discussion ?
with the team; m
consider all ?},
perspectives

Reflective
Planning
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Cycle
notice, listen, 5 3 connect i y
write notes, obsen:vgt_lgns ‘ ’
photograph to possibilities
childrens’ of ways to support
responses to children'’s ideas

invitations 4 and interests

provide opportunities to

expand play and ideas; through
invitations, interactions,

and environment



How are adults
and children . .
*Making your own connections

connected in
this process?




Cycle of Inquiry for Both Childron oo Adults
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Recognizing
what we see
and hear.

What do you
notice in this
photograph?



What can
yOuU say
about this

one~?




Can you draw the Flving Horses

“Around! Ok, do you want to see me draw ‘around’?”

“It spins all around!”

2 <

The children now have a deelifﬁﬁderstanlklii g
of ‘around’. These two children have made
the connection between their experienc
the carousel and their experiences Wi
spinning in the classroom. When invited to
draw a picture of the flying horses, they\are
able to express the concept visually on their
paper and are satisfied with their representa-
tion of the carousel’s thrilling motion.

“And these are fast, right? They really go really fast.”



Can you draw the Flying Horses?

"Around! Ok, doyouwant

to see me draw ‘around’?” .~ T
\. ‘ "l "//
WS

"It spins all around.” (\’
“And these are




"I'm going to do a tail
and a leg and a face

and one of these —a
saddle.”

"l draw a tail. A big tail!

"A head is right on the

/)

top.

“TaDa! | made a horse.’




Children in

relationship
with their

cultures and
languages




us avons montré les
10tos différentes dauphins

| pour explorer la question. domestique becaus
ones live in the oce

some can live in aqu

| "Yes, babies live in a Maison
and when they grow up they | saw that."-Andrew
are wild." - Dawson

"No, parce que | saw a
dolphln show in Cuba."- Flint

—




Nurturing
Gaelic
language




Q
—
(O
>,
O
£
O










Reflective &
responsive
o]Elalallgle



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Responses/plans Responses/plans Responses/plans Responses/plans Responses/plans

Observations Observations Observations Observations Observations



Reflection: Where are
you now in relation to
the Framework?

What are your
immediate thoughts and
points of recognition?

From small to large
aspects....where in the
journey are we?



What's next for
you?
What is a first

or next step
that you might
take?

* Immediately
* Over the next few months

* Over the long term



